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IONOSPHERIC RESEARCH IN CHINA OVER THE PAST 50 YEARS

Xiao Zuo
(DEpaﬂwrent of Geophysics , Bei]’ing Um'versity, Beijing 100871)

Abstract A brief description is given of ionospheric physics, with special e mphasis on the trend
that the ionosphere should now be studied as an important part of the whole solar - terrestrial sys-

tem. The couplings between the ionosphere and the magnetosphere , thermosphere , and mesosphere
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as well as the ionospheric processes at different latitudes are key issues today . A brief review of iono-

spheric research over the past 50 years in China is presented, including advances in ionospheric

sounding , data analysis and morphological studies, establishment of models, development of new

techniques , and mechanis m studies of physical processes such as anomalies , irregularities and so on.

Finally , it is pointed out that the most urgent task facing ionospheric research in China is to promote

ionospheric soundings , both ground - based and in situ, and build new equipment to acquire more

updated data .
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