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Adam Schall von Bell 1591—1666

THE TELESCOPE OF ADAM SCHALL VON BELL

DAI Nian-Zu
Institute of History of Natural Science  Chinese Academy of Sciences  Beijing 100010 China
CHANG Yue
Department of Physics  Capital Normal University Beijing 100037 China

Abstract There have been various conjectures on the kind of telescope produced and used by the Jesuit mission-
ary Adam Schall von Bell 1591—1666 in the late Ming and early Qing Dynasties. Based on the accounts in histori-
cal documents together with simulated experiments conducted by the authors in a physics laboratory we conclude that
the said optical instrument was neither a camera obscura nor a Keplerian telescope and that judging from its struc-
ture it was essentially a Galilean telescope.
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